
DIGITAL ECONOMY &
CROSS BORDER TRANSACTIONS

VALUED-ADDED TAX (VAT) POLICY AND
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

FOR AFRICAN COUNTRIES

An ATAF Publication



Digital Economy and Cross Border
transactions :

Valued-Added Tax (VAT) Policy and
Administration considerations for

African Countries

ATAF Secretariat
Tax Programmes Directorate

Postnet Suite 430
Private Bag 15, Menlo Park

Pretoria 0102
South Africa



Copyright notice

Copyright subsisting in this publication and in
every part thereof.
This publication or any part thereof may not be
reproduced, transmitted, transcribed or
otherwise stored or translated into any
language or computer language, in any form or
by any means, without the prior written
permission of the African Tax Administration
Forum (ATAF), an international organisation
with full legal standing and established, in
terms of the Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties, on 8 October 2012.
Any unauthorised reproduction or adaptation of
this publication will constitute a copyright
infringement and render the doer liable under
both civil and criminal law.

Caveat

Copyright subsisting in this publication and
in every part thereof.
This publication or any part thereof may not
be reproduced, transmitted, transcribed or
otherwise stored or translated into any
language or computer language, in any form
or by any means, without the prior written
permission of the African Tax Administration
Forum (ATAF), an international organisation
with full legal standing and established, in
terms of the Vienna Convention on the Law
of Treaties, on 8 October 2012.
Any unauthorised reproduction or adaptation
of this publication will constitute a
copyright infringement and render the doer
liable under both civil and criminal law.

Restrictions on use

The information contained in this publication
constitutes privileged information belonging to
ATAF, any member country of ATAF and its
subsidiaries. This information is furnished in
confidence with the understanding that it will
not, without prior written permission from
ATAF, be used for purposes other than for what
is intended. Series: ATAF  Technical Papers



Acknowledgements

The “Digital Economy and Cross Border Transactions: Value-Added Tax (VAT) Policy And Administrative
Considerations for African Countries” was produced by the ATAF Tax Programmes Department.
The publication was authored by Emeka Nwankwo and Nick Brain from the Domestic Taxes Unit of ATAF, under
the supervision and the overall direction of Thulani Shongwe and Mary Baine.
The VAT Technical Committee of ATAF namely, Steve Kyande (Kenya Revenue Authority), Itumeleng Kgotsile
(Botswana Unified Revenue Services), Nathan Nathey (Ghana Revenue Authority), Raja Bojoo (Mauritius
Revenue Authority), Bentry Khonje (Malawi Revenue Authority), Mathew Osanekwu (Federal Inland Revenue
Service of Nigeria), Duane Shipp (South African Revenue Service), Valentine Inamahoro (Office Burundais des
Recettes) and Stephanus Van Zyl (University of Pretoria) provided immense guidance and valuable contribution
in developing this document.
The ATAF Secretariat extends its gratitude to all member states, development partners and donors for their
continued support and resources provided that underpin our publications. The support of members,
development partners and donors play a key role in the success of ATAF’s development as a significant
platform for Africa on tax matters.


