
AFRICAN
TAX OUTLOOK
2020 ed i t ion

2020
An  ATAF  Pub l i ca t i on



Copyright notice

Copyright subsisting in this publication and in every part thereof.

This publication or any part thereof may not be reproduced, transmitted, transcribed or otherwise stored or 
translated into any language or computer language, in any form or by any means, without the prior written 
permission of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), an international organisation with full legal standing 
and established, in terms of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, on 8 October 2012. 

Any unauthorised reproduction or adaptation of this publication will constitute a copyright infringement and 
render the doer liable under both civil and criminal law. 

Restrictions on use

The information contained in this publication constitutes privileged information belonging to ATAF, any member 
country of ATAF and its subsidiaries. This information is furnished in confidence with the understanding that it 
will not, without prior written permission from ATAF, be used for purposes other than for what is intended. 

Conditions of access to the ATAF Databank

Outside users can access the ATAF Databank online and credit ATAF when making use of the data: 
https://ato.ataftax.org/atafdatabank

The ATAF Databank provides the bulk of the data and statistic published in this 2020 edition of the African Tax 
Outlook. Accordingly, because ATAF Databank is the source of most figures and tables, sources are specified 
only when they are not ATAF’s. 

Series: ATAF’s African Tax Outlook

ISBN 978-0-620-93284-4 (PDF)



1

2020 EDITION

ATAF Secretariat

Research directorate

Postnet Suite 430

Private Bag 15, Menlo Park

Pretoria 0102

South Africa

Telephone: +27 12 451 8800

E-Mail: research@ataftax.org

www.ataftax.org



2

Acknowledgements

This is the fifth edition of the African Tax Outlook (ATO) 
publication produced by the African Tax Administration 
Forum (ATAF), providing a comprehensive analysis of 
African revenue administrations. ATAF is grateful to all 
these 35 participating countries and would like to thank 
all the contributors for their invaluable assistance.   

The ATO publication was prepared by a drafting team 
within the ATAF Research Department under the 
management of Dr Nara Monkam, Director Research 
and the overall direction of Mr Logan Wort, ATAF 
Executive Secretary. ATAF would particularly like to 
thank the drafting team for its hard work and diligence, 
with a special thanks to:    

	● Mr Frankie Mbuyamba (ATAF), tax statistics 
specialist, ATO managing editor. He led and 
coordinated the entire production process 
from collecting, cleaning, and analysing data 
to developing the storyline and drafting the 
publication. He also lead-managed the usage and 
maintenance of the ATO Online Data Portal.

	● Ms Winile Ngobeni (South African Revenue Service 
[SARS]), senior revenue research analyst. She 
provided considerable quantitative input, drafting 
the chapter on the overall revenue performance of 
the participating countries.  

	● Mr Lawson Latevi (Togo Revenue Authority [OTR]), 
economist. He provided substantial quantitative 
analysis, drafting the chapters on tax and non-tax 
revenue and on tax stability and buoyancy. 

	● Ms Mercy Samantha Njolomole (Malawi Revenue 
Authority), research and statistics manager. 
She drafted the important chapter on structure, 
functions, and management aspects of tax 
administration.

	● Mr Albert Essowé Padembana (Togo Revenue 
Authority [OTR]), economist. He provided analysis 
for the chapter on auditing and tax compliance 
within the tax administrations. 

	● Mr Ken Kincaid, technical editor. He coordinated 
the drafting of the chapters in English and French, 
enforced ATAF publishing specifications, and 
reviewed, edited, and rewrote the publication as 
necessary. 

The 2020 edition of the ATO was internally reviewed 
by the following members of ATAF staff: Michael 
Masiya, Ezera Madzivanyika, Frank Kalizinje, Susan 
Nakato, Emeka Nwankwo, Nthabiseng Debeila, Moses 
Chamisa as well as by Aleksandar Dragojlovic of the 
German International Development Cooperation (GIZ), 
who provided valuable comments and suggestions. 

The African Tax Outlook 2020 also benefited from 
the contribution of several reviewers in participating 
countries namely: Lamine Diallo (Senegal); Edward 
Groening and Bryan Mvuselelo Dluli (Eswatini); 
Laban Gasweswe Masunga (Tanzania); OURO-ADOÏ 
Abdelganiou (Togo);  Lary Tina Rakotonindrainy 
(Madagascar) and Philip Kargbo (Sierra-Leone). 
The ATAF Secretariat is grateful for their invaluable 
contribution. 

The ATAF Secretariat wishes to extend its sincere 
thanks to its staff for their support and commitment in 
producing this 2020 edition of its flagship publication. 
They were an active part of the entire production 
process from data collection, quality assurance and 
analysis to interpretation during peer-learning and 
validation webinars, translation and design.  

Finally, the ATAF would like to express its gratitude for 
the financial and technical support provided by partners 
– namely, the German International Development 
Cooperation (GIZ); the Austrian Development Agency; 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland; Irish Aid, 
Department of Foreign Affairs; the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands (Minbuza); the State 
Secretariat of Economic Affairs Switzerland (SECO); 
Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA); the 
African Development Bank Group (AfDB); the Ford 
Foundation; the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation; 
Trust Africa; Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office (FCDO) and Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (NORAD).


